
Western Jr Colonials Board of Directors Meeting 
December 12 , 2017 

 
Roll Call: Brendan McCollom (Co-President), Isabel Boulanger (Co-President), John Browne (Vice 
President), Kristen Saumell (Secretary), Amy Sterdevant (Treasurer), Doug Ballard (CHC 
Representative), Bill Garvey, Tim Luchsinger, Dana Colwell 
 
Call To Order: 7:08 
 

Item Discussion Action / Motion 

Approval 
of Minutes 

October:  Tabled - will recreated using the  
agenda and previous minutes. 
 
November: Approved 
 

Central location 
for discipline 
reports: Bill 
Garvey to keep a 
copy and Kristen 
to make master 
file – will scan 
into drop box 
 
Bob Sterns to 
follow up on the 
removal of 
captain’s letters 
for the Pee Wee 
select team. 

Business 
From The 
Floor:  

   

Financial 
Report 

There was a family that accidentally signed 
up as a goalie need to collect the difference. 
 
$10,500 left to collect 
 
Approximately $40,959 was made at the 
alumni game. Joe will have full report for 
next month’s meeting.  Amy to create an 
invoice on Western letter head and to send 
to Brian Girsh then we will receive another 
check for $2,500 from the NY Rangers.  
 

Bill Garvey 
motioned to 
accept the 
financial report. 
Dana Colwell 
seconded. All 
voted in favor.  

Budget 
Updates 

  



Bobby 
Sterns 

 
 

 
  
 

CHC All declaration rules and regs have been 
reviewed and they are looking to update 
and revise 16-18 of them. They will provide 
them to us and we can offer feedback. This 
will go in place for next season. 
 
Gram Gill Director of girl’s hockey he was 
not there Doug waiting to hear back from 
him so we can get information regarding 
starting the Western Girls program next 
season. 
 
Doug also reached out to Colleen Coin US 
Olympic hockey player who has a lot of 
contacts and will provide Doug with those 
contacts to help us as we start the new 
program. 
 
It is not too late to purchase Mite Boards. 
CHC will reimburse us 50%. Brendan will 
reach out to see if the rink will contribute as 
they will be using them as well. Also discuss 
with the rink maintaining the boards. New 
boards to go in Patriot and old boards for 
Liberty. Will talk to TP to see what they paid 
for their boards. 
 
Grow the Game grant $500 - we can use 
towards our program. Can be used to 
purchase more equipment (pucks etc) 
 
Reffing issues: There have been lots of 
complaints about the officials. They have 
close to 300 refs in organization. They are 
trying to funnel new refs and try to put a 
veteran with a rookie. 
 
We are in good standing with CHC. Our 
payments are in for is in for the 
tournaments. 
 

 



 February 12TH will be the next Girls try 
hockey for free clinic and Thursday 22nd will 
be the Western practice with the Rangers 
Alumni.  
 
In reference to girl’s program: At what level 
to we start? At the Mites / Squirts levels 
people choose a program based on Family 
connection. At the Peewee level and higher, 
it is more about the coaching 
 
Bob Stern coach at Mid Fairfield buying 
house in New Milford - Bob have a 
conversation with her and see what it will 
take to get her to come to Western to 
coach. 
 

 

Bill Garvey 
Discipline  

Bantam Parent: talking about a player – 
talking in stands openly 
 
Selects: There have been continued issues 
with the same 4-5 players on the select 
team. Bill told Nick to handle it himself. 
Recommended cutting playing time. 
 
Locker Room issues: New policy effective 
immediately based on the continued issues 
throughout the organization. NO PLAYER 
ALLOWED IN ANY LOCKER ROOM UNLESS 
THE IS A COACH OR CERTIFIED ADULT (safe 
sport certified, registered with USAS Hockey 
and has been background checked through 
Western – aside from coaches it can be 
managers and any BD member). Will talk to 
rink about only giving the locker room keys 
to coaches.  
 
STANDARD PUNISHMENT – LOSE A PERIOD 
OF HOCKEY. SECOND INFRACTION IS A 
GAME SUSPENSION 
 
A BD member stated he had concerns that  
the player who urinated on water bottle in 
the locker room was not benched. Another 

AMEND THE 
LOCKER ROOM 
POLICY. 
 
Talk to rink about 
not giving keys to 
the kids. 
 
Bob Sterns to 
talk to John 
Whitehead. 



BD member stated they did not feel this was 
a “bullying issue”. The BD member who 
brought up this concern stated he believe it 
was because the player reportedly told his 
teammates that if they told on him he 
would have another player from the select 
beat them up. Yet another BD member 
stated that this player was in fact benched, 
but only because his parents chose to do so.  
 
A BD member brought up concerns with 
inconsistencies in the way some discipline 
issues have been handled, not only 
regarding this instance but also coaching 
scenarios. She brought up that a Squrit 
Minor assistant coach suspended for the 
rest of the season for speaking negatively 
about a player while in the stands not 
around the players. This lead to a verbal 
argument in the stands between him and 
the father of the child he was speaking 
about. The parents of the child he was 
speaking about said that the coach 
apologized and they did not want to peruse 
further action, however the BD voted to 
suspend him for this behavior.  This BD 
member brought up that she had written a 
formal complaint about another assistant 
coach in the organization had thrown his 
stick on the ice because he was angry. She 
also mentioned that he constantly screams 
at the players in a negative manor for 
example, at a recent tournament there was 
an error made with two defenders on the 
ice and he screamed from the bench “what 
the hell’s wrong with you”. Another 
example from the tournament was when he 
was screaming (out of control) at an injured 
player to get up who was clearly on this ice 
hurt.  Yet another concern was the way he 
yells at the refs and mentioned that he had 
been warned. Brendan mention that this 
coach has only received one penalty for 
yelling at the refs and he did it on purpose 



in that case to prove a point. The initial BD 
member stated that this was not setting a 
good example for his players.  
 
Yet another BD member stated that she 
watched a game at the PeeWee minor 
tournament and that she did not witness 
any of this behavior. The BD member with 
the initial complaint stated that the game 
she went to was the last and that a parent h 
had already spoken to Brendan prior to this 
game so the coach was on his best behavior 
for that game. 
 
Yet another BD member spoke to this 
coaches defense. He stated that he has been 
his son’s coach for the past 3 years and he 
likes his coaching style. He also stated that 
he has 3 championships with Western. 
 
Bob Sterns stated that what coaches need 
to realize is that each player has a different 
learning style and that not all players 
respond to yelling in the same way and that 
he would have a conversation with him. 
 
The BD member with this complaint stated 
that she has seen great things from this 
coach but that her main concern is that he 
seems to have an extremely short fuse and 
that he needs to put his emotions in check 
while working with the kids. She also stated 
that many of these incidences were not 
directed at her son, but things that she has 
observed first hand. Isabel said she could 
only speak to incidences with her son, but 
this BD member disagreed because these 
were things she witnessed first hand and 
observed as a BD member. 
 
Bobby Sterns was going to follow up with 
this coach and speak to him.  
 



 
 

Thank Yous: 
Isabel & Brendan list of thank yous. Isabel 
will send Kristen pictures from game night 
to have cards printed at Costco 
 
Letter to Putnam Self Storage saying that all 
our stuff is out 
 
 
Dana – has posted all of the scrubbed 
minutes 
 
Advertising – can we put on CHC or CT Loves 
Hockey? Share on Facebook. 
 
 
With the numbers we are thinking we will 
have 2 Bantam teams (A/B) 3 PeeWee 
teams and 3 squirt teams. 
 
Major/ Minor – format are we going to stick 
with it? Put it out there on Survey monkey 
 
Demographic of towns we are drawing 
from: Mite minors  12  moving up to majors 
Mite Majors 15 moving up to squirt major 
Squirt Majors 12 moving up to PeeWees 
 Squirt minors  16 moving up to majors 
  
Peewee selects: 9 moving to Bantams 
Peewee major 15  moving to Bantams 
PeeWee minor 16 moving up 
11 remaining Bantams 
 
Western interested in doing a midget split 
season cost around $700/$800 
 
Demographics of towns we are drawing 
from: 
13 from Bethel 
29 Danbury  
19 New Fairfield 
19 Newtown / Sandy 
4 Ridgefield 

Survey monkey 
recycle / swap 
shoptournamnts 
on survey 
monkey 
 
Isabel to check 
PO Box. 
 
Isabel to send 
Kristen pictures 
for Thank Yous. 
Kristen to have 
printed at 
Costco. 
 
Isabel and 
Brendan to 
create a list of 
who we need to 
get thank yous 
out to. 
 
Dana to make 
new rack card 
with new logo.  
 
BD agree to 
purchase to bags 
for Mites 
 
BOD voted in 
favor of the 
Bonelli proposal. 



4 Brookfield  
Other Towns: Woodbury, Wilton,  
Southbury, Redding,  Pleasantville,  Carmel, 
Cold Springs, Fishkill 
 
Dana to make new rack card with new logo. 
 
Vendor Change we will ow be using going to 
Squad Locker. It is more accessible and 
always open. 
  
Revise time line on when need to order 
Jerseys -  6 weeks turn over  
 
Implement voluntary recycle program for 
uniforms and equipment. Host a “swap 
meet” (see if there is interest add to Survey 
Monkey) 
 
Try Out / Placement Fee for Western 
Players – will keep low if sign up by Feb 1st 
$50. After that it will go up. 
 
High School Ads Books – Have not heard 
from BBD and Joe trying to get someone 
from Ridgefield  
 
Still looking for a local tournament for 
Bantam and Squirt Minor (if teams are still 
interested). 
 
Our Mites are done 2/23 (cut off first week 
of march) 
 
Pictures: 50/50 returns  
 
Brendan – Western locker in the rink with 
western stuff in it  
Ringette Agway / Petco (3) 
 
Formulate placement and tryouts – least 
political etc. 
 



All CHC games must be played by February 
18th . Only the first 2 games with a team 
count but can play up to 4. 
 
 
Brendan plans to draft a lengthy email to 
CHC  about Western being treated unfairly.  
Bob Walker our district coordinator and he 
will CC Jerry 
 
Coaches Social: To discuss issues, kids, 
parents refs, etc 
 
Create an easy to use player evaluation 
form and self evaluation form – to build for 
Western “fill out and email” 
 
Spring / Summer offerings 
Rusty from BBD coming over to us with Mad 
Hatters program. 10 practices and 3 
tournaments. We  will make clear that it is 
not through Western. 
 
Banquet will be held at Portuguese 
American Club. Is someone working on the 
video? 
 
Parent request for practice time changes – 
BOD voted “NO”. Doug abstained. 
 
Do we give coaches a Holiday bonus and if 
so how much? BOD voted $250 bonus to 
head coaches. Kristen motioned to accept. 
Tim seconded and all vote in favor. 
 
 
Kindness Classic – At a Squirt Major team 
meeting the parents decided it as too much 
to go to Canada. In lieu of this, they would 
like to host a tournament “Kindness 
Classic”. BOD agreed it was a good idea and 
would be willing to give assistance. Need 
the team to come up with details and a 
monetary amount they’d need. 



 
BOD decided it would be a good idea to set 
up a fund for cases like this (Canada 
tournament) to help families off set the 
cost. 
 
Bonelli proposal: 
 
$12,500 will cover a Floorball stick for each 
Western player plus 6 sets for schools of our 
choice. (25 sticks, 2 goals and a curriculum) 
Tim motioned to accept, Doug seconded, all 
voted in favor 
 
Will use the floor ball sticks for the players 
annual end of season gift at the banquet.  
 
Present the “Matthews Award” first (Boller, 
Browne and Garvey) at the banquet. 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Adjourned 10:37  

 


